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Glossarv
Aligruncnt, The arrangemeni of objects alone a

straight iine.

Arch. A structure built to support the weight
above an opening. A h-ue arch j.s curved. It conslts
of wedge-shaped stones or bricks called Voussoirs
{ t  u-sr , r  ar ' ) ,  Dut  tocether  fo  male a rurvo.J hr i r - t - -
ri hich spani tle op""r,-g.

Architrai,e. The lou'est o{ the three main parts
of the entabiature. Also, tlie oir,ainenial ir,oiJings
around doors, r'indorvs and other openings.

Asl ar. A square, heltn stone used in building.
It also refers to a thick dressed, square stone used for
facing brick walls, etc.

Balcony, A platform projecting from the wall of
an upper story, enclosed by a railing or balustrade,
n'ith an entrance from the building and supported
by brackets, columns, or cantilevered out_

Baluster. A short, upright column or urn-shaped
support of a railing.

Balustrade. A row of balusters and the raihng
connecting them. Used as a stair rai-l and also above
the cornice on the outside of a buiJding.

B argcb o ard. Aprojecting Lroard, often decoraied,
that acts as frim to cover the ends of the structure
where a pitched roof overhangs a gable.

Bay Window. A u.indow or set of il,indolr,s
rvhich project out from a wall, forrning an aicove or
small space in a room; ordilari|, ' beg-ins at ground
Ievel, but mav be carried out on brackets or corbeis.

Board and Battcn. yertrcal plank siding rvith
lornts covered by naro.tl, wood strips.

. 
Bracket. A supporting member for a projecting

element  or  shel i ,  somet imes in  thc shape of  a i
invcr ted L ancj  sonret i r ,es as . t  so l  jd  f . iece or  a
rlangular truss.
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Building Fotttt The or,erall shape of a sh-ucture
r i p .  m n , l  F e d e r r l - i n { l r r - r c e d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e
. - - + . -  - , 1 "  -  i -  { ^ ^ \

Building Mass. The ph.1'sicai size and bulk of a
SffUCruTE.

Building Modulc. The appearance of a single
facade plane, despite being part of a larger building.
One large building can incorporate several building
modules,
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Caning, Metal struts supporting leaded glass.

Canopy. Aroofed structure constructed of fabric
or other material placed so as to extend outu'ard from
a building providing a protective shield for doors,
windows and other openings, supported by the
bui ld ing and supports extended to the ground
directiy under the canopy or cantilevered from the
building.

Cl apb o ar ds. Narron', horizontal, overlappin g
*'ooden boards, usually thicker along the bottom
edge, that form the outer skin of the walls of many
rt'ood frame houses. The horizontal lines of the
overlaps generally are from four to six inches apart
in older houses.

Colunn. A slender upright structure, generally
consisting of a cylindrical shaft, a base, and a capital;
p i l lar :  I t  is  r , rsual lv a suFport ing or ornamental
member in a building.

Cornicc. The projection at the top of a wall. The
top course or rnoiding of a wall rvhen it serves as a
arnr "  - i -a  ' - - -k - '

Donner. A windovn' set updght in a sloping roof.
The term is also used to refer to the roofed oroiection
in u'hich this windon' is set.

Eazre. The underside of a sloping roof projecting
bel,ond the u'all of a building.

L lcaat io t t .  -A mcchanical l l  accurate,  "hcad-on"
drara'ing of a face of a building or object, l,n'ithout any
allort'ance for the effect of the la r.t.s of perspective.
Any measurement on an elevation u'ill be in a fixed
p r o p o r t i o n ,  o r  s c a l e ,  t o  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g
measurement on the real building.

" Entablature. The part of tlre buildirLg carried by
the columns. The entablafure consists of the cornice,
th.e ftieze and the architrave.

F acade.Front or principal face oI a building, any
side of a building that faces a street or other open
sPace.

False Front, A front wall u'hich extends beyond
the sidewalls of a building to crcate a more imposing
facade.

Fascia, Aflatboard with a vertical face that forms
the trim along the edge of a flat roof, or along the
horizontal, or "eaves,' sides of a p:tched rooI. The
rain gutter is often mounted on it.

Fcncstration. The arrangement and design of
u'indon's in a building.

Floor Area Ratio. Tne relationship oI the total
floor area of a building to the land area of its site, as
defined in a ratio in *'hich the numerator is the floor
area, and the denorninator is the site area.

FiniaI.Tne deco:rative, pointed terrninus of a roof
or roof form.

Frarac. A r.r'indo\a' component: see window parts.

Fieze. Anv plain or decorative band, or board,
on the top of a wall immediatelv below the cornice.
'I 'his 

is sometimes decorated rr-ith ornamentation.
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Gable.Tne por t ion,  above eave level ,  o f  an end
, ^ - . l l  ^ f  ,  ] - , , ; l . i r , . -  , . . i , L  .  h i t . l . ^ l  . -  ^ . - L * - '  r ^ ^ I  I , .
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the case of a p'itched roof this takes the form of a
triangle. The term js also used sometimes to refer to
the rvhole end .,^;all.

Gal lery .  A ra ised ( i .e .  above the f i rs t  level )
veranda or walkn'av running alon€! the facade of a
building.

/oist. One of the horizontal wood beams that
support the floors or ceilings of a house. They are set
para l )e l  ic ,  one a i - rc , ' . l rer -usuai lv  f rout  i '0"  io  l '0"
apart-and span between supporting rl'alls or larger
u'ood beams.

Kickplate. The horizontal element or assemblv
at the base of a storefoont parallel to a public walkway.
The kickplate provides a transition betvveen the
ground and storefront glazing area.

Lap Sitling. See clapboards.

Llzfcl. A hear-r' horizontal beam of r.r'ood or stone
over an openire of a ,joor or u'jndow to support the
r.r'eight abole it.

Molding. A decorative band or strip of material
with a constant profile or section designed to cast
interesting shadou's. It is generally used in cornices
and as trim around rt'indow and door openings.

Oriel Windoza. A projecting bay with u'indon's,
'w'hich emerges from the building at a point above
ground level. It is of ten confused with a ba.v wirdou'
which ordinarily begins at ground level.

Parapet. .\low' rt'all or railing often used around
a balconv or aiong the edge of a roof.

Pediment .  A t r iangular  sect ion f ramed by a
horizonial rnoldirrg on its base a two sloping moldirg
on each of its sides. Usually used as a cror.r'ning
member for doors, rr'irdou's and mantles-

Pier. The part of a rvall betra'een \^'indorn's or other
openings. The term is also used someiimes to refer to
a reinforcing part built out from ihe surface of a u-all;
a buttress.

PiIaster. Asupport or pier treated architecturally
as a column, n'ith a base, shaft, and capital that is
attached to a u'ail surface.

Post. A piece of r,r'ood, metal, etc., usually long
and square or cylindrical, set uFright to support a
building, sign, gate, etc.; pillar; pole.

Prcscn,at ion.  The act  or  process of  appJf  ing
measures to sustain the existing form, integrity, and
rnateriais of a building or structure, and the existing
form and vegetative cover of a site. It may include
initial stabilization n'ork, ll'here necessarl', as u'ell as
o n g o i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g
materials.

P r o t c c l i o t r .  T h e  a c t  o r  p r o c e s s  o f  a p p l t  i n g
measures designed to affect the physical condition
of  a proper ty  be defending or  guard ing i t  f rom
deterioration, Ioss or attack, or to cover or shield the
p r n l e r t y  f r o m  d a n g e r  o f  i n j u r y .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f
buildilgs and struchrres, such treatment is generaliy
of a temporarv nahrre and anticipates future historic
preservation tleatment; in the case of archaeological
sites, the protecti\-e mca5ure may he temporarv or
permanent.

Quoirr. (pronounced koin) Dressed stones or
bricks at the comers of the buildings, laid so that their
faces are alternately large and small. Originally used
to add strength to the rnasonrv rtall, later used
decorativelri

Ralter. Anv of the beams tlrat slope from the ridge
of a roof to t}te eaves and serve io support the roof.

R t c o t r s t r u c l i o r .  T h e  a c t  o r  p r o c e s s  o f
reproducing b1'ncrv construction the exact form and
detail of a vanished building, structure, or object, or

l..ri ' l 
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Rchabilitation. The act or process of returning
a ]-rrofer ly lo a srate of  ut i l i tv ihrough repair  or
al terat ion r . r 'h ich makes possible an ef f ic ient
contemporary use r.r'hile preserving those portions
or leatures of the propertv n']rjch are significant to
its historical, architectural, alrd cultural value.

Renoz;ation. The act or process of returning a
Froperty to a state of  ut i l i ty ihrough repair  or
alteration r.l'hich makes possible a contemporary use.

Restoratiott. The act or process of accurately
. - - ^ , . 6 r i - o  r ] . d  t ^ ' . h  i - ;  J 6 r . i t .  ^ t ,  - - ^ h ^ r r " ,  , - , . 1  ; r .v ,  !  r ' \ ' t

setting as it appeared at a particular period of hme
b1' means of the removai of later work or by the
replacement of mrssing earlier r.l'ork.

Rool. The top covering of a building. Foliowing
are some t)?es:

o Gable rcof lnas a pitched roof \^'ith ridge and
vertical ends.
. Hip roofhas slopecl ends instead ofvertical ends.
. Shed roof (lean-to) has one slope only and isbuiJt
against a higher u-a11.
. lerkin-head (clipped gable or hipped gable) :is
similar to gable but rr'i th the end clipped back.
. Gambrel roof rs a variation of a gable roof, each
side of wh-ich has a shalloller slope above a steeper
one.

Sas/r. See r.r'indow parts.

Shape, Tne general outline of a building or its
facade.

Siding.The narrow horizontal or vertical wood
boards that form the outer face of the r.l 'alls in a
traditional ra,'ood frame house. Horizontal rt'ood
siding is also re{erred to as clapboards. The term
"siding" is also more ioosely used to describe any
mater ia l  that  can be appl ied to the outs ide of  a
bui.lding as a finish.

5i//, l'he lowesi horizontal member in a fi-ame or
opening for a r,r'indow or door. AIso, the lou'est
horizontal member in a framed r.r'all or partition.

Si:e. The dimensions in height and \didih of a
building's face.

Sofit. The underside of a structural part, as of a
beam, arch, etc.

Sfi/e. A vertical piece in a panel or Frame, as of a
door or wildow.

Stabilization. The fact or process of applying
measures designed to reestablish a weather resistant
cnclosure and the structural stabiliiy of an unsafe or
deteriorated propert) while maintaining the essential
form as it eists at present.

S to re  F ron t ,  The  s t ree t  I eve l  f acade  o f  a
commerc ia l  bu i l d ing ,  usua l l y  hav ing  d i sp lay
r.r'indows.

Transorn Windour, A small tvindow or series of
panes above a door, or above a casement or doubie
hung window.

VisuaI Continuify. A sense of unitv or belonging
together that elements of the built environrnent
crhibit because of simiiarihes among them.

Windozn Parfs. The rnoving units of a windo*'
are known as Sashes and move within the fixed
Frame. The Sash may consist of one large Pane of glass
or may be subdivided into smaller panes by tlLin
rnembers called N{untins or Glazing Bars. Sornetirnes
in nineteenth-centurt houses \^'indort's are arranged
side by side and divided by heavy vertical wood
members called Muliions. For a diagram of window
parts, see page 41.
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