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Chapter VIII:
Guidelines
for Signs

The Design Guidelines for Signs that follow should be used
in conjunction with the City's sign regulations found in
the Code of Ordinances Section 156.200. In cases u,hcre
standards 'ui' i ihin ihe Cotie oi Orciinances anci these
Guidelines are in conflict, the more restrictive shall applv.
The design of all permanent commercial signs must be
approved bv the Board. In addition to the other provisions
oi Seciion i56.200, the oificiai ciefiniiions <.ri sign types
and related material presented in the ordinance, as well as
the methods of calculating sign measurements presented,
shall apply.

His tor ica l ly ,  s igns used on South Main Street  were
relatively simple. They varied in size and location quite
broadly, but most were simple painted panels with simple
type styles. The earliest signs had no lighting. In later ycars,
an indirect light source u'as typical. These relationships
should be continued. To do so, the Historic Landmarks
Presenation and Architectural Review Board seeks to limit
the size and number of signs such that no single sign
dominates the setting, but rather the District reads as a
distinct neishborhood.
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Sign Context

,A sign tl,pica))y scr"\,es tv/o functions: first, Io attract
at teni ion.  rc iond lo  convcl  in format ion.  I f  the bui ld ing
front is wcll designed, it alone can serve the attention-
getr ing funct ion,  a l iowing the s ign to he focused on
^^- ,  ̂ , . i -^  : - r^_,^ , i^n i -  -  . ,^ l l  cCnCCi |ed , ,nanner .  ,A l l
neu, signs shouid be developed with the overall context of
the burlding and of the District in mind.

8.1 Consider the building front as part ofan overall
sign program.

a. Coordinate the overall facade composition,
.including omamental detrLils and signs.

L  c i d 6 i  . 1 " ^  
" L ^ , . 1 ;  k -  i h  - . ^ h ^ n ; ^ n  r ^  r h ^  k " i l , - l i - -

such that they do not dominate the appearance.
c. Deveiop a ma-ster sign plan for the entire building

front, u,hich should be used to guide individual
srgn design decisions.

Trc overaLl facade composition, including omamcntal .letaik nd siktrs,
shouldbe coordirnnd. Sign.t also slutuld be in proponion ra thc buildhg,
such that thcl dr not domnate rhc appcarancc.

A sign must be subordinate to tlre overall
building composition.
A sign shal) appear to be in scale r",ith the facade.
Locare a sicn on a building such that it will
- - n r . . , c : , ^ ; - , i ^n  - t - qph , \  ^ .  . he  f ac : rde  i Lsc l f .  I n

no case should a sign obscurc architcctural deails
or features.
Mount signs to fit \4,'ithin existing archirectural
features. Use signs to help reinforce the horizontal
Iines of moldings and transoms seen along the
sreeL

A sign shall be in character uith the material,
color and detail of the building.
Simpie lener sryles and graphic designs arc more
appropriate on many of the rcsrained. vernacular
stmctures found on South l\,lain Sfeet. .

8.2

a.
b .

8.3

lnapproVriate

A sign should be subordinate to the ovtrall huildng composiriz'n.
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8.4

Permitted Sign Tl,pes

d.

b.

Flush-mounted v'all signs mav be considered.
,A flu.rb,mounieC ,r'all sjpn is one rhaf is mcunted
flat to the wall: in most cases, a flush-mounted wall
sign should be positioncd just above rhe drsplay
'* in,iou . It shall noi bc locatcd abo vc second floor
windows.
When feasible, place a u'a)l sign such that ir alicns
wrrh othcrs in  rhc b iock.
\\rhen planning a \\,'all sign. determine ifdecorative
moldines exisr rhat coujd define a,,sign panel." If
so, locate flush-mounted signs such thar they fit
u  i th in  pane)s formed hy mold ings or  Lransom
pancJs on thc fiicadc. ln no casc shoulC a sig;
obscurc significant facade features.
Only one flush-mounted sign shall be allou,ed for
each distinct facade module.

Projecting signs mav be considered.
A prcrjecdng sirn should be locared nearihe busjness
entrance at eye levcl, just above the door or to the
side of it.
In general, only one p;-o_jecting sign per building
facade is allowed. Hou,ever. where the Boarc.l
determines thal the result would be compatib)e
wirh the District, one projecting sign shdl be
allo'.r,ed fcr each distinct facade irrodule of a
bui )d ing.
Note that other appror.ais may be required to allou,
a sign to overhang the public right-of-way.

8.5
a.

8.6
a.

I

Appropriate: A Jlush-mounted waLl sign is one that is moutued nar tu
rhe wall :  in mosr ca.res. aJlush.mountcd wall  sign should be postt iontd
iust abo|e the disDla\ windob,.

Appropriate: A projecting sign should be located near the business
entrancc at cre Level, just abo\te thc door or to the side of il

A *'indow sign may be considered.
A window sign may be painted on or hung just
inside a windou,.
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Inappropriate Sign Types

8.7 A directorl'sign ma1'be considered, 8,9
a.  Where selera l  bus inesses share a bui ld ing,

coordinate the signs. Align several smaller signs,
or  groul  them into a s inele panel  as a d i rccton to a.
m:rke thern easier to locate. b.

b. Use similar forms or backgrounds for the sis:ns to
tie them together visually and make them easier to c.
read,

c. See Section 1 56.2O0 in the Code of Ordinances of
tlzc Ciry' of St. Clnrles for ntaxirnum sign arca. d.

c .

Atpropr iate:  l lhere

buikjing, coo rciinar e the

JrSAt
8 .10

Free-standing or pole mounted signs may be
considered.
A free-standing sign may be used in the front yard
of a residence rvith a commercial use.
A free-starding sign may be used for businesses
u'ith enrances not facing Main Street.
See Section 156.200 in the Code ofOrdinances of
rhe Ciry'oJ St. Charlcs.for maximum sign arca.

Signs that are out of character u'ith those seen
historically, and that would alter the historic
character of the street, are inappropriate.
Animated signs are prohibited.
Sandwich (.or menu) boards that stand on the
s jdewalk are prohibited.
Any sign that visuaLly overpowers the building or
obscures significant archjtectural features is
inappropriate.
Neon signs shall not be allowed.
See Section I 56.200 in the Code o.f Ordinanccs of
the CiD' of St. Charles for other prohihited signs.

An av'ning sign is not permitted in the District.

I tnppropr iate:  Signs lhat  . t re oul  of  charactcr  \^ ' i th those seen
historicalll. such as thtse, and that uouLl ahcr thc hisrori- thoracrcr
of the streel, are inapptupriate- Neon signs shall not be allou'ed.

8.8

b .

.Appropriote: A fnc standing sign nto: he uscd h the fron! \'ard of d
r.sidence wilh a commtrcial use.
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Sign Xlaterials

8.11 Sign materials shall be ccrnpatible rvith that of
the building facade.

a. Painted *'ood and mcta) arc appropriate materials
Io:  . . i -sns.  Thei :  u . .c  i :  encoura led.  t r ' r f in i "hrd

m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c i u d i n g  u n p a i n t e d  * , o o d ,  a r e
discouraged because they are out of character with
the historic contcxt.

b. Plasric is not permifted, except for flush, adhesive
lettering.

^  r r i - r - r , .  - -n^^. : . ,^  - " , - - ia ls  that  u. i l l  be d i f f icuh tov ,  r r , E ' r ' J

rcad are inappropriate.

Appropriate Painted u,ood and metal arc appropriare materiaLs for
rr8nr.

Sign Content

8.12 Symbol signs are encouraged.
a. SYmbol signs add interesr to the streer. are quickl.r,

read. and arc remembered better than u rinen words.

8.13 Use colors for the sign that are compatible u ith
those of the building front.

8.14 Simple sign designs are preferred.
a. Typefaces that are in keeping with those seen in the

arca historically are encouraged. Avoid sign types
that appear too contemporary.

1. .  .a . l : .c  i imi t :he : . : ' ; : ' .be :  c f  co lors u: :d  cn : r  i i ; ; .  l ;
general, no more than three colors should tre used.

8.15 Select  le t ter  s ty les and s izes that  lv i l l  be
compatible u'ith the building front.

a. Letters should not exceed ten inches in height.
b. Avoid hard-to-read or overly intricate tt peface

styles.

Appropriate: Slmbtrl signs add intcrcst to thc strect are 4uick\ read,

cnC ore retncmbtred beiier ihun u riiten u,ords.
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Sign Lighting

C)ne should be able to perceive the historic character of
ind iy idual  bui )d ings and of  the Dist r ic t  as a uhole both
during the dal,and at nighttime. In this rega-rd. sign lighting
should be compatible with the historic character of the
sueer.

8.16 The light for a sign shall be an indirect source,
a. Light shall be directed ar the sign from an exrernal,

shieicieci itrmp. inienrai ii lumination of a si!:n is
rnappropnate.

b. A warm light, simiiar to daylight, is appropriate.

8.17 Neon signs shall not be allowed.
a,. Evidence ofthe use ofthe neon {iom a more recent

period does not provide a basis for irs use.

Appropriate: Light shall bc direcled at thc stgn from an extemal shielded.

\\Iall Art and Graphics

8.18 \{all art u,il l not be allowed in the District.
a. Where historic wall an exists as a character-definin_q

feature of the District, it may be presen,ed.

Inoppropriate: Wall ar1 n'ill not be allo\red fu the District.
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